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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS 
Statement by Member for Capel 

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [12.56 pm]:  Last Saturday night the environmental awards ceremony was held in 
Western Australia, hosted by the Department of Environment and Conservation.  Unfortunately, the shadow 
minister did not get an invitation, but we will try to remedy that next time.  Three of the recipients deserve 
special mention.  Smart Burn Pty Ltd won an award for a device that allows people to monitor, limit and 
minimise the amount of emissions and toxins that go out through flue stacks.  I congratulate Peter Hutchison for 
his good work in the south west.  Michael Tichbon received the community achievement individual award.  He 
is a strong member of the Capel community and has been a stalwart of the Capel Land Conservation District 
Committee for a number of decades.  His knowledge of the environment is extensive.  He has certainly been of 
very great use to me when I have been travelling around the south west trying to understand what is going on.  
Of course, he understands the concerns that we all have with natural resource management funding, natural 
heritage division funding and National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality funding and the questions we 
have about the management by the state and federal governments of that funding.  I also congratulate the third 
group, to the embarrassment I suspect of the minister, which was the Kimberley Toad Busters.  They are a great 
group of volunteers who do a lot of work in the north west of the state.  If the minister and the government had 
put as much effort and support into the Kimberley Toad Busters as they put into their publicity group, which is 
the Stop the Toad Foundation, we might be talking about being able to prevent the toads from emerging in this 
state, rather than discussing exactly how soon they will get here, and whether we can control them by biological 
means.  I congratulate those three worthy winners of those environmental awards. 
 


